Call for applications for DERF funding of rapid response interventions answering to the following humanitarian crisis:

Title: Refugee Influx into Burundi Driven by the South Kivu Conflict

Country and location(s): Eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (South Kivu Province) and neighbouring border areas in Burundi
DERF Funding Modality: Applicants are to apply for the DERF Funding Modality Rapid Response as per the DERF Funding Guidelines.

Call window for submission of applications: Applications are received and processed on an ongoing basis from Friday, 9 January 2026, until Friday, 30 January

2026, at 12:00 noon (CET).

Funds allocated for this call: The DERF allocates a total of up to DKK 1.5 million for this call. Applicants can apply for maximum DKK 749.999 each.
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with water availability far below humanitarian standards and inadequate sanitation increasing the risk of
cholera and other waterborne diseases. The threat of vaccine-preventable diseases, notably measles, as
well as malaria, remains critically high (MSF, 23/12/2025). Protection risks remain significant, including
gender-based violence, family separation, and a high number of unaccompanied and separated children.
At the same time, education is severely affected by language barriers, psychosocial stress, and limited
school capacity. Refugee households face extreme vulnerability due to limited access to food, essential
items, livelihoods, and delayed cash assistance, compounded by weak community engagement and
accountability mechanisms (UNICEF 31/12/2025).

Prioritised Emergency Actions

Humanitarian actors are scaling up WASH, health, nutrition, child protection, and education responses,
with particular emphasis on child-focused services, psychosocial support, and preventive interventions in
the most affected areas (UNICEF 31/12/2025).

Basic humanitarian needs are staggering, and include:

e Food assistance, nutrition & primary healthcare, including psychosocial support

e  Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH), hereunder access to safe water, addressing
inadequate water supplies and sanitation issues

e Emergency Education, including temporary and transitional learning facilities

e Protection: Safety concerns including GBV, child protection, emotional abuse, and family
separation (restoring family links).

e Shelter and NFls, incl. support for refugees, camp settings and host families

Vulnerability

Vulnerability remains high as gaps in shelter, WASH, health care, child protection, education, and
nutrition continue to generate urgent life-saving needs. Recently displaced households have lost assets,
livelihoods, and support networks, leaving them highly dependent on humanitarian assistance. Nutrition
vulnerability is significant due to inadequate food intake, poor diet quality, and limited access to
nutrition services, increasing the risk of acute malnutrition, particularly among children under five and
pregnant and breastfeeding women. Children, pregnant women, elderly persons with disabilities, and
individuals with chronic illnesses are disproportionately affected, facing heightened risks of disease,
protection concerns, and exclusion from basic services.

Funding Situation

Despite ongoing response efforts, humanitarian needs continue to far exceed available resources.
Humanitarian actors warn that without additional funding, the situation risks further deterioration,
particularly for children and women (UNICEF, 31/12/2025). UNHCR is seeking USD 47.2 million over the
next four months to support 500,000 internally displaced people in the DRC and neighbouring countries,
including Burundi (UNHCR, 19/12/2025).
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Humanitarian Access

The humanitarian response is severely constrained in eastern DRC (South Kivu), where continued fighting
restricts humanitarian access and significantly limits the ability to reach people in urgent need of
assistance (UNHCR, 19/12/2025). In Burundi access constraints chiefly relate to refugee camps or
temporary settlements and ensuring coordinated response efforts with pertinent Burundian authorities.
To ease increasing congestion in camps, the Government of Burundi has recently established an
additional refugee camp in Bweru, in Buhumuza Province in the east of Burundi.




