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THE DANISH EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
ALERT NOTE

Section A: Basic information

	Organisation:


	SustainableEnergy (VedvarendeEnergi) - Denmark
Livaningo (Associação para a Defesa e Preservação do Meio Ambiente) Mozambique

	Title of alert:
	Spike of extremism violence in the fragile context of Cabo Delgado is resulting in rising displacement and urgent humanitarian needs

	Type of crisis:

	· rapid onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section B)
· slow onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section C)
X   spike in protracted humanitarian crisis (please fill out section D)



Section D: Spike in a protracted humanitarian crisis
	d.1 Where is the crisis? The northern province of Cabo Delgado has witnessed an escalation in internal displacements due to violent attacks by Non-State Armed Groups (NSAGs). Between 20 July and 3 Aug. 2025 attacks and heightened fear of violence in Muidumbe, Ancuabe and Chiure districts led to the displacement of app. 57,000 people.[footnoteRef:1] As of 31 Aug. 111,000 had been displaced across the three northern provinces, the far majority in Cabo Delgado (109,00).[footnoteRef:2] The violence has been document until 22 September, with an additional more than 10,000 displaced people.[footnoteRef:3] [footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Alert 137: https://dtm.iom.int/report-product-series/movement-alert]  [2:  https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-cabo-delgado-nampula-niassa-humanitarian-snapshot-august-2025]  [3:  https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/displacement-tracking-matrix-mozambique-emergency-tracking-tool-ett-movement-alert-141-mocimboa-da-praia-muidumbe-montepuez-attacks-16-september-2025]  [4:  Alert: 142: https://dtm.iom.int/report-product-series/movement-alert] 


d.2 What is the nature of the crisis? The crisis dates back to 2017 with NSAGs violent attack against civilians including abductions, civilian killings, destruction of homes, looting of health facilities, schools and destruction of public infrastructure. In May 2025, the number of security incidents and violence affecting civilians reached the highest since 2022. Attacks by NSAGs have become more frequent and are happening in larger geographical areas and have shifted closer to main roads, disrupting movement and humanitarian aid. Since January 2025, continued violence and insecurity uprooted over 95,000 people, many of whom still live in precarious conditions with limited access to basic services and protection. Over 700,000 returnees have returned to their places of origins but are still considered in need of urgent humanitarian assistance.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/mozambique/mozambique-cost-inaction-july-2025#:~:text=The%20conflict%20in%20Cabo%20Delgado%20continues%20to%20deteriorate.&text=Since%20January%202025%2C%20continued%20violence,to%20basic%20services%20and%20protection. ] 


d.3 What information do you have about the situation? What is the source of that information? Over 60 per cent of the displaced in Cabo Delgado are children, with documented cases of unaccompanied and separated children, as well as a significant presence of pregnant women, the elderly, and people with disabilities.[footnoteRef:6] Over 77 percent of displaced people are experiencing psychological distress due to multiple conflict displacements, including Cyclone Chido; but only a fifth have received mental health and psychological support. This is a result of gaps in service coverage, lack of trained professionals, and absence of safe spaces. After a month into the displacements in Chiure District (24 July to 3 August) the rapid response instruments of the NGOs and UN have assisted 11,754 families out of the 12,303 displaced families through the immediate delivery of food, WASH, shelter/NFI kits, dignity kits, health, and protection services. It must be noted however that the rapid response survival packages, especially food rations, are only for two weeks raising major concerns about food insecurity if follow-up distributions are delayed or access to livelihoods are not provided. There are gaps and constraints across all sectors including nutrition, child protection, WASH - where funding constraints result in a 55% gap in the coverage for hygiene support, and the 42 completed latrines represent a coverage of below 10% for the IDPs in relocation sites. Further, with the risk of future displacements and the rainy season approaching, the Emergency Shelter and NFI pipeline will require continuous and predictable replenishment in the coming months.[footnoteRef:7] For the 4,757 displaced from Mocímboa da Praia in September, food, shelter, and protection services have been reported as the most urgent needs.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-cabo-delgado-nampula-niassa-humanitarian-snapshot-august-2025]  [7:  https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-displacements-due-nsag-attacks-situation-report-2-chiure-cabo-delgado-28-august-2025-enpt]  [8:  https://dtm.iom.int/report-product-series/movement-alert] 


Insert link(s) and/or attach relevant documentation to the alert. See the footnotes. 

d.3.1 Do you consider there to be a spike/change in a slow onset/chronic crisis or in a protracted humanitarian crisis? This is a spike in a protracted humanitarian crisis as result of increasing numbers of attacks from NSAGs leading to new displacement. In conclusion, 57,000 people are over short time in urgent need of support in addition to the 109,000 already displaced people. - Verbal information was shared with Livaningo and others by the International NGO Safety Organisation during a roundtable meeting on 8th August, in Pemba. According to this source, the scale of attacks from NSAGs has grown in frequency and to a wider area including more districts and further to the South of Cabo Delgado. This trend appears to continue until date.

d.3.2. Describe as specific as possible when the spike has started. The spike started the 24 July 2025 with attacks and heightened fear of violence in Muidumbe, Ancuabe and Chiure districts led to the displacement of approximately 57,000 individuals.1 

d.3.3. How could DERF grants make a difference for the crisis-affected population? This spike is occurring at in time where the northern Mozambique is facing a worsening humanitarian crisis. 95,000 are affected by the armed conflict and 600.000 are facing severe food insecurity in Cabo Delgado (incl. 235.000 enduring emergency levels IPC Phase 4).5 The region is at the same time still recovering from the impact of Tropical Cyclones Chido, Dikeledi, and Jude which affected 1 million people,[footnoteRef:9] while all clusters are severely underfunded.[footnoteRef:10] The disbursement of DERF grants, enables local procurement and flexibility as compared to other donors who may have specific sector priorities. A short-term intervention will focus on gaps and constraints as the health of displaced people becomes of increased concern,[footnoteRef:11] and potential sectors for an intervention are WASH and food security. Livaningo would be focusing on hard-to-reach populations in Chiure District.  [9: https://fews.net/southern-africa/mozambique/food-security-outlook-update/august-2025
 https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/mozambique/mozambique-2025-tropical-cyclones-chido-dikeledi-and-jude-humanitarian-response-31-may-2025 ]  [10:  UNOCHA Situation update 31 July: https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTI0MWFiNWEtN2M1Mi00ODcxLWExNTAtNGE2YzViNTQ3Y2VlIiwidCI6IjBmOWUzNWRiLTU0NGYtNGY2MC1iZGNjLTVlYTQxNmU2ZGM3MCIsImMiOjh9&disablecdnExpiration=1758229128]  [11:  https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-displacements-due-nsag-attacks-situation-report-2-chiure-cabo-delgado-28-august-2025-enpt] 


d.4 Are you already responding to this emergency? Following the spike, Livaningo conducted a preliminary assessment in Chiure District at the request of INGD on 4-6 September[footnoteRef:12] and Government Authorities. Livaningo is participating in food security and WASH clusters with CARE, Plan, and UN World Food Programme. These actors all in all lack funds to respond to the emergency as needed. Cluster meetings are conducted every second week where Livaningo participates to understand the present situation and possibly seek funding to implement aid projects. [12:  National Institute for Disaster Risk Management and Reduction of Mozambique.] 
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