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THE DANISH EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
ALERT NOTE

Guide to submission of alerts

NB: Only Danish organisations with local presence either through partner organisations or own organisation in the affected areas can raise an alert.

Please read the Danish Emergency Relief Fund’s Funding Guidelines before submitting an alert (the Funding Guidelines are available here: www.cisu.dk/derf)

Instructions: 
An alert is raised and submitted through the online platform Vores CISU.  When submitting an alert 
a) basic information must be submitted online.
b) an Alert Note (this document) must be attached. 

In the Alert Note, you must fill either of the three sections:

· section B for rapid onset humanitarian crisis, or
· section C for slow onset humanitarian crisis, or
· section D for spike in a protracted humanitarian crisis.

Please note that the alert note must be completed with as much information as possible. CISU will need comprehensive information in order to assess the alert. The information provided has to be verifiable. 


	Formalities regarding the alert text (section b, c or d):
· NUMBER OF PAGES: The text must not take up more than 1,5 pages (Arial, font size 11, line spacing 1.0, margins: top 3 cm, bottom 3 cm, right 2 cm and left 2 cm). Alerts exceeding this length will be rejected.
· LANGUAGE: The text can only be submitted to CISU in English.





Section A: Basic information

	Organisation:
	Mi Cuerpo/Min Krop

	Title of alert:
	Earthquake in Colombia

	Type of crisis:

	· rapid onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section B)x

· slow onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section C)
· spike in protracted humanitarian crisis (please fill out section D)



Do only fill one of the following three sections, B, C, or D. You may delete the two which do not apply. 






Section B: Rapid onset humanitarian crisis: 
	b.1 Where is the crisis? Describe the areas affected
The earthquake primarily affected western Colombia, with the states of Chocó, Valle del Cauca, Risaralda, Caldas, and Quindío suffering the most severe impacts. Major damage has been reported in the cities like Cali, Pereira, Manizales, Buenaventura and Quibdó, while rural communities near the epicenter in Chocó have also been significantly affected.

b.2 What is the nature of the crisis? 
On 10 August 2026, a magnitude 7.4 earthquake struck western Colombia. The earthquake caused widespread destruction of homes, schools, health facilities and critical infrastructure, disrupting essential services and displacing thousands of people.
The crisis has significant social and economic implications, including disruption of health care, education, livelihoods, water and electricity services, while damaged transport infrastructure has complicated humanitarian access. Vulnerable groups—including children, older persons, people with disabilities, pregnant women and low-income households—face heightened protection risks and reduced access to essential services. The Government of Colombia has declared a National Disaster Situation and activated national emergency response mechanisms.
The earthquake struck during a period of political transition, with the newly inaugurated national government assuming responsibility for coordinating a large-scale emergency response. This places additional demands on national and local institutions as they mobilize resources and coordinate humanitarian assistance across multiple affected states.

b.3 What information do you have about the situation? What is the source of that information? 
According to information available through the links below, the earthquake has caused hundreds of fatalities and thousands of injuries, while search and rescue operations continue. Thousands of people have been displaced following extensive damage to homes, health facilities, schools, and other critical infrastructure.

Priority humanitarian needs include emergency medical care, safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), emergency shelter, food assistance, essential household items, mental health and psychosocial support, and protection services for children and other vulnerable groups.
The Government of Colombia, through Unidad Nacional para la Gestión del Riesgo de Desastres (UNGRD), is leading the emergency response in coordination with regional and municipal authorities, Civil Defense, Fire Brigades, and the Colombian Red Cross. The United Nations system, including OCHA, PAHO/WHO, UNICEF, and WFP, is supporting coordination and needs assessments, while the IFRC and other humanitarian organizations are mobilizing emergency assistance.

Sources: 
1. https://www.unognewsroom.org/story/en/3223/colombia-earthquake-update-ocha-who 
1. https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-earthquake-direct-relief-mobilizing-medical-aid-immediate-health-needs
1. https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-earthquake-update-red-cross-response-ongoing
1. https://mapping.emergency.copernicus.eu/news/earthquake-in-colombia-emsr916/ 

b.3.1. Describe as specific as possible when the crisis has started. 
The crisis began on 10 August 2026, when a magnitude 7.4 earthquake struck western Colombia at approximately 07:34 local time (12:34 UTC). The epicenter was located 5 km east of San José del Palmar in the state of Chocó, at a depth of 107 km. The earthquake caused widespread destruction across the states Chocó, Valle del Cauca, Risaralda, Caldas, and Quindío, triggering an immediate humanitarian emergency. Rescue and relief operations remain ongoing. (https://www.sgc.gov.co/detallesismo/SGC2026pqqmro/resumen)

b.3.2. How could DERF grants make a difference for the crisis affected population?
A DERF grant would enable the rapid mobilization of humanitarian assistance during the critical first phase of the emergency, when needs are greatest and before larger funding mechanisms are fully operational. The flexible, short-term nature of DERF funding (0–9 months) would allow Danish CSOs and their local partners to address urgent humanitarian and protection needs, including emergency shelter, WASH, food assistance, health services, psychosocial support, and protection of vulnerable groups. DERF funding could also help reach affected populations in hard-to-access urban, peri-urban, and rural areas where infrastructure damage, access constraints, or limited institutional capacity may delay assistance. By complementing the efforts of the Government of Colombia, the UN, the Red Cross Movement, and other humanitarian actors, DERF grants can help fill critical gaps in the immediate response while longer-term funding is being mobilized.
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