
Call for applications for DERF funding of rapid response interventions answering to the following humanitarian crisis: 
Title: Humanitarian Emergency in DR Congo 
Country and location(s): Democratic Republic of Congo and border areas with an influx of refugees in Burundi, Rwanda & Uganda. 
DERF Funding Modality: Applicants are to apply for the DERF Funding Modality Rapid Response as per the DERF Funding Guidelines. 

Call window for submission of applications:  Applications are received and processed on an ongoing basis from 04/02/2025 until 24/02/2025 at 12:00 noon CET.   
Funds allocated for this Call: The DERF allocates a total of up to DKK 5 million for this Call. Applicants can each apply for a maximum DKK 750.000. 
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Background 

On the morning of 27 January 2025, Rwandan-backed March 23 (M23) rebels swept into Goma, the 
capital of the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo’s North Kivu province, seizing control of the city of 
one million. The development marks a dramatic escalation in the long-running crisis. Prior to recent 
development, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) faced one of the largest displacement crises 
in Africa, with 6.7 million internally displaced persons (IDPs), including 4.6 million in South and North 
Kivu (UNHCR, 30/01/2025). 

The fighting has uprooted over two million from their homes, exposing thousands around Goma to 
predation by various militias (ICG, 28/01/2025). Goma – which has been the scene of protracted 
conflict between the DRC military, M23, and other militant groups – is also the humanitarian hub that 
provides safety and humanitarian assistance for IDPs, some of whom have been displaced multiple 
times. The latest escalations threaten the civilian population and put aid workers at risk. The closure of 
the Goma airport, the suspension of all boat traffic on Lake Kivu, and electricity cuts will undercut the 
delivery of humanitarian aid across the country’s vast eastern region (Refugees International, 
29/01/2025).  

Humanitarian impact  

The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and UN-OCHA have reported that the recent fighting has already 
displaced 400,000 people in just the past three weeks. Reports from Goma and surrounding areas 
indicate significant civilian casualties, violations of International Humanitarian Law, and large-scale 
forced displacement. Humanitarian operations have been severely impacted by the violence. Various 
humanitarian warehouses in Goma have reportedly been looted, and programmes face significant 
disruption (UNHCR, 30/01/2025). The plight of an ever-growing number of desperate displaced people, 
mainly vulnerable women and children, in camps around Goma should rank high on the agenda. IDPs in 
the area face severe food insecurity and a lack of adequate shelter. Women face incredibly high rates 
of gender-based violence (GBV). According to UN-OCHA, GBV has increased by 300% in recent years, 
and two-thirds of all cases occurred in the three eastern provinces of North Kivu, South Kivu, and Ituri 
(UN-OCHA, 28/01/2025).  Protection partners have reported widespread violations, including looting, 
physical injuries, sexual violence, kidnappings and the arbitrary arrest of displaced individuals 
mistakenly identified as rebels or as associated to them (Global Protection Cluster, 27/01/2025). 

Number of 
organisations 
present in-
country: 12 

 

Number of 
organisations 
with external 
funding 
experience 
(both CSF and 
DERF grants):  

12 

 

Number of 
organisations 
present in 
specific 
localities: 45 
(DR Congo, 
Uganda, 
Rwanda & 
Burundi) 

 

 

Critical 
emergency 
and/or 
protection 
needs: Yes 

 

Particularly 
vulnerable 
groups: Yes 

 

Timeliness 
potential of 
DERF funded 
intervention: 
Yes 

  

Funding gap 
in response:  
Yes 

 

DERF funds 
available:  
Yes 

 

Recom- 
mend: 



 

Refugees 
International 
29/01/2025 

 

UN-OCHA 
Flash 
Update #3 
28/01/2025 

 

Global 
Protection 
Cluster 
27/01/2025 

 

UNFPA 
27/01/2025 

 

IOM 
31/01/2025 

 

 

Prioritised Emergency Actions 

People in the DRC have been facing persistent conflict and violence for decades with the most 
vulnerable forced to look for safety in overcrowded family homes, makeshift camps, schools or 
churches, and to restart their lives repeatedly. Basic humanitarian needs are staggering, and include: 

• Shelter and NFIs, incl. support for IDP camp settings and host families  

• Food assistance, nutrition & primary healthcare, including psychosocial support  

• Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH), hereunder access to safe water, addressing 

inadequate water supplies and sanitation issues 

• Emergency Education, including temporary and transitional learning facilities 

• Protection: Safety concerns including GBV, emotional abuse, and family separation (restoring 

family links).  

Vulnerability 

The displacement has severely affected already vulnerable groups, including children, pregnant 
women, elderly, persons with disabilities, and individuals with chronic illnesses.  Increased 
displacement and secondary displacement of IDPs is removing women and girls from the minimal 
safety nets that communities have created over time, further amplifying the risk of GBV, including 
sexual and intimate partner violence. Disruptions of PSEA (protection against sexual exploitation and 
abuse) networks are also leaving women and girls exposed by their increased vulnerability and limited 
access to humanitarian support (UNFPA, 27/01/2025). 

Funding Situation 

Humanitarian organisations are struggling to meet the urgent needs of displaced communities amidst 
the insecurity and the limited funding. By the end of 2024, only 51% of the 2024 Humanitarian 
Response Plan had been funded to respond to the protracted conflict. The current 2025 Humanitarian 
Needs and Response Plan for DRC appeals for USD 2.5 billion with at least USD 50 million urgently 
needed as a result of this new wave of displacement, to scale up life-saving humanitarian assistance 
and prevent further suffering (IOM, 31/01/2025).    

Humanitarian Access 

The ongoing and potentially escalating hostilities prevent humanitarian response and access.  Access to 
health services and other social services for IDPs and the host communities that are heavily reliant on 
humanitarian actors have been severely reduced as partners cannot freely move into the IDP camps. 
Humanitarian access to displacement sites, to displaced people in host families and to areas under the 
control of M23 remains extremely limited. Hospitals in the region are nearing capacity due to the influx 
of injured civilians. Risk management and appropriate mitigation strategies and setups are vital as part 
of intervention design.   
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