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THE DANISH EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
ALERT NOTE

Guide to submission of alerts

NB: Only Danish organisations with local presence either through partner organisations or own organisation in the affected areas can raise an alert.

Please read the Danish Emergency Relief Fund’s Funding Guidelines before submitting an alert (the Funding Guidelines are available here: www.cisu.dk/derf)

Instructions: 
An alert is raised and submitted through the online platform Vores CISU.  When submitting an alert 
a) basic information must be submitted online.
b) an Alert Note (this document) must be attached. 

In the Alert Note, you must fill either of the three sections:

· section B for rapid onset humanitarian crisis, or
· section C for slow onset humanitarian crisis, or
· section D for spike in a protracted humanitarian crisis.

Please note that the alert note must be completed with as much information as possible. CISU will need comprehensive information in order to assess the alert. The information provided has to be verifiable. 


	Formalities regarding the alert text (section b, c or d):
· NUMBER OF PAGES: The text must not take up more than 1,5 pages (Arial, font size 11, line spacing 1.0, margins: top 3 cm, bottom 3 cm, right 2 cm and left 2 cm). Alerts exceeding this length will be rejected.
· LANGUAGE: The text can only be submitted to CISU in English.





Section A: Basic information

	Organisation:
	IAS Denmark (IASDK), with local partner Charitable Foundation Edobro, Ukraine

	Title of alert:
	Spike in attacks on energy and heating infrastructure: life-threatening winter conditions for vulnerable households in central and northern Ukraine

	Type of crisis:

	Spike in protracted humanitarian crisis (section D)





Section D: Spike in a protracted humanitarian crisis
	d.1 Where is the crisis?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Central and northern Ukraine: Kyiv city and Kyiv, Zhytomyr, Chernihiv, Poltava, Cherkasy, Vinnytsia and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts. The final choice of locations will depend on the situation at the time funding is received.
d.2 What is the nature of the crisis?
Armed conflict. Since mid-October 2026, Russia has sharply escalated attacks on power, heating and water infrastructure as the heating season begins. Long, unscheduled outages leave households without heating, light, piped water, lifts and the means to cook or keep food. For older people, people with disabilities and the chronically ill, infants and young children, and women-led households, this is life-threatening: hypothermia, carbon monoxide poisoning from improvised heating, lack of food and water, and accidents, fires and violence in the dark, above all in host communities with many displaced people.
d.3 What information do you have about the situation? What is the source of that information?
Affected people. The seven oblasts host around 1.8 million internally displaced people (IOM figures, Jan 2026), including 560,000 in Dnipropetrovsk and about 650,000 in Kyiv city and oblast.
· Cold: in January 2026 alone, 1,600+ people sought medical help for frostbite and hypothermia, most in Dnipropetrovsk oblast and Kyiv (Ministry of Health). In one February weekend, carbon monoxide from improvised heating killed four and injured 25, including 15 children, in eight oblasts incl. Vinnytsia, Kyiv and Poltava (SES via ZMINA). Hypothermia deaths occurred even in less damaged regions (Al Jazeera); people with disabilities who cannot move are most at risk (MSF).
· Food: FEWS NET classifies Chernihiv, Poltava and Dnipropetrovsk as Stressed (IPC 2), with frontline Dnipropetrovsk up to Crisis (IPC 3); people in need are expected to peak at 1.5–2 million in January 2027. Food spoils when fridges fail (IMPACT).
· Water: outages stop pumping; supply was cut across Kyiv on 3 November (Meduza) and disrupted in Dnipro on 1 November (24 Kanal).
· Protection: darkness increases women’s exposure to harassment and accidents (UN Women); 27% of IDP collective sites have no back-up power (IMPACT).
Other actors. The UN Winter Response Plan (US$358.4m, 2.1m people) and most food aid focus on frontline areas (FEWS NET). Host communities away from the front and people who cannot reach “Points of Invincibility” get little help. Edobro coordinates with local authorities and will register its response with the clusters.
d.3.1 Do you consider there to be a spike? If yes, provide evidence
Yes. Attacks on the energy system have increased sharply:
· 13–14 Oct: Kyiv’s three main power stations hit, 600,000 people without power (UN).
· 17–19 Oct: over 1 million people in nine regions without power (Amnesty).
· 1 Nov: almost 100,000 consumers cut off in Dnipropetrovsk; 650+ settlements without power in Zhytomyr oblast (Glavcom).
· 3 Nov: one of the largest attacks on the grid; water cut across Kyiv; 130 settlements (180,000+ subscribers) without power in Zhytomyr oblast (Suspilne); emergency outages in Kyiv, Poltava, Chernihiv and Cherkasy oblasts (Interfax).
· 7–8 Nov: five regions plunged into darkness and transmission to Kyiv disrupted; over 600,000 people without power in Dnipropetrovsk oblast, with repairs hampered by repeated attacks (Al Jazeera).
Air-raid alarms hit 65.9% of school days in Sept–Oct, against 37.4% in 2025 (UNICEF).
d.3.2 When did the spike start?
13–14 October 2026 (strikes on Kyiv’s power stations), followed by mass attacks on 17–19 October and 1, 3 and 7–8 November; ongoing.
d.3.3 How could DERF grants make a difference for the crisis-affected population?
Edobro can start within days of funding and run a 4–5 month response (Dec 2026–Apr 2027). With around €100,000, we estimate reaching 700–1,000 of the most at-risk households (about 2,000 people) with door-to-door, life-saving assistance:
· Light and safety: power bank and LED lamps against candle fires and falls, and to keep phones charged for alerts and 101/103 calls;
· Warmth: thermal blankets against hypothermia in unheated homes;
· Water and hygiene: 6 litres of drinking water in a food-grade bottle that can be refilled and reused to store water when the supply is cut, plus hygiene items for use without running water, including incontinence and menstrual supplies;
· Food: food packages for households found food insecure at registration.
Households will be selected with social services and churches (older people living alone, people with disabilities, bedridden people, households with infants, women-led and newly displaced households) and assisted at home, without crowds. No funds go to infrastructure or power supply; a complaints mechanism and post-distribution monitoring are in place.
d.4 Are you already responding to this emergency?
Edobro, a Kyiv-based Ukrainian charity, has implemented 26 projects reaching over 102,000 people. It has partner churches in each of the seven oblasts and, in several of them, works with local self-government bodies and social services, directly or through these churches. It runs a CISU-funded project with IAS Denmark (CISU 25-6794-CSP-NR) and, from December, a PMU-funded winter response in Kharkiv and Zaporizhzhia oblasts (300 households), with no overlap with DERF. In November 2026, consultations with partners in the seven oblasts confirmed outages of 12–17 hours a day, homes cooling to around +13°C and repeated water cuts, with older, disabled and bedridden people left at home without heat or light.






THE DANISH EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND, Alert Note, 2021	3
image2.png
’\!tc I S U CIVIL SOCIETY IN

DEVELOPMENT




