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 THE DANISH EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
ALERT NOTE
Section A: Basic information
	Organisation:
	Danish Muslim Aid

	Title of alert:
	Humanitarian assistance for Yemen

	Type of crisis:

	· rapid onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section B)
· slow onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section C)
x    spike in protracted humanitarian crisis (please fill out section D)


Section D: Spike in a protracted humanitarian crisis
	 d.1 Where is the crisis? Describe the areas affected
The current escalation affects western and southern Yemen, particularly Al Hodeidah, Ta’iz, Lahj and Aden. Fighting intensified with the September 2026 Houthi offensive into government-controlled areas along the Red Sea coast and subsequently spread inland. Ta’iz, Lahj and Aden host most newly displaced people, while Aden has also experience attacks near civilian infrastructure.

d.2 What is the nature of the crisis? Please describe the type of crisis.
The crisis is an escalation of armed conflict between the Houthis and forces aligned with the Presidential Leadership Council (PLC), supported by Saudi airstrikes. Airstrikes, drone attacks and ground fighting have caused deaths and injuries, damaged civilian infrastructure and triggered large-scale and repeated displacement, creating a significant spike in Yemen’s protracted humanitarian crisis. Displaced families face urgent needs for food, shelter, safe drinking water and healthcare, while rising prices further undermine their ability to meet basic needs. Insecurity, road closures and restrictions on humanitarian movement delay assistance and essential supplies. Health facilities in conflict-affected areas face shortages of fuel, water and medicines, limiting treatment when needs are increasing. In Aden, most newly displaced families stay with host communities, placing additional pressure on household resources and already strained services. Family separation and unsafe shelter conditions heighten protection risks, particularly gender-based violence against women and girls. Female-headed households, children, older people and people with disabilities have additional assistance and protection needs that the overstretched response struggles to meet. 

d.3 What information do you have about the situation? What is the source of that information? 
According to IOM figures, over 300,000 people had been displaced by 1 November 2026, almost all since September, with Aden hosting over 56,000. WHO reported 9.730 casualties by 30 October—1.771 deaths and 7.959 injuries—based on health-authority reporting from government-controlled areas. Among 13.265 newly displaced families assessed by UNHCR and partners by 21 October, around half included single women heading households, older people or people with disabilities and 2,360 had no shelter. The Joint Monitoring Report found that by mid-September, 74% of households in government-controlled areas could not meet their minimum food needs, including 41% facing severe food deprivation. Urgent needs include food, shelter, safe water, healthcare and protection. OCHA’s 25 October update reports that almost half of verified households needing emergency food assistance remained unreached, with Aden and Lahj accounting for more than half this gap. Shelter and water and sanitation assistance also remained far below needs. Insecurity, checkpoints and damaged roads constrain humanitarian access, particularly in Ta’iz and along the West Coast. In Aden, displaced families living outside formal sites are harder to identify and register, partners work with authorities and community networks to reach them. UNHCR, WFP, UNICEF, WHO and national and international NGOs provide food, cash, shelter, health, water, sanitation and protection assistance. Coordination takes place through humanitarian clusters and collaboration with national and local authorities, including the Executive Unit for IDPs. However, UNHCR’s 28 October update reported that Yemen’s 2026 humanitarian response plan was only around 23% funded, limiting the capacity to meet increased needs.
· Yemen Joint Monitoring Report: Bimonthly Update on Food and Nutrition Security Crisis Risks (September 2026, No. 17) - Yemen | ReliefWeb
· Situation Update No. 6: Escalation of hostilities and displacement across Yemen Update No. 6 | As of 25 October 2026 | Reporting period: 1 August – 25 October 2026 | Countrywide | OCHA
· Conflict Escalation in Yemen - Situation Report #8 (Reporting period: 12 – 19 October 2026 | Issued: 20 October 2026) - Yemen | ReliefWeb
· Yemen Emergency - UNHCR External Update #6 - 28 October 2026
· Yemen Emergency - UNHCR External Update #5 - Ooctober 2026 | UNHCR

d.3.1 Do you consider there to be a spike/change in a slow onset/chronic crisis or in a protracted humanitarian crisis? If yes, provide as strong as possible evidence for this current spike. 
We consider it a spike in a protracted crisis. Since 2014, Houthi have fought a Saudi-led coalition backing Yemen’s internationally recognized government (PLC). This conflict was quieted under a UN-brokered ceasefire in 2022. The Houthis have subsequently launched attacks on Red Sea shipping in protest of Israel’s military campaign in Gaza since 2023, drawing in U.S. military retaliation and deepening Yemen’s entanglement in regional conflict. Houthi strikes on Saudi Arabia’s Abha Airport in July 2026 and sweeping the coastline in September 2026, taking control of PLC controlled areas, and attacking Riyadh now threaten to reignite the civil war. ACLED, identifies September as Yemen’s most violent month since monitoring began in January 2015. 

d.3.2. Describe as specific as possible when the spike has started.
The major spike dates to 3 September 2026, when Houthi forces launched an offensive along Yemen’s West Coast and in Ta’iz governorate, following escalating hostilities during August. Displacement peaked in early September and increased again in mid-October.

d.3.3. How could DERF grants make a difference for the crisis affected population? Please consider the following points:
Rapid disbursement of DERF funding could enable locally established organisations to mobilise emergency assistance promptly. A short intervention of up to nine months could provide food, cash or essential household items according to assessed needs and market conditions, helping families meet immediate needs without further depleting their remaining resources. Funding could prioritise hard-to-reach households not adequately covered by other donor-funded responses, including displaced families living outside formal sites and in Aden’s outlying communities. Funding local outreach and accessible delivery arrangements could help overcome identification and mobility barriers. 

d.4 Are you already responding to this emergency? In which locations/sectors? For which target group? Through which forms of local presence? What is the outcome of your latest assessment and what have you done since then? 
DM-Aid is already present in Aden through its local partner Mawada, providing food assistance, safe water, and cash assistance to vulnerable families. These interventions were ongoing before the current escalation and respond to humanitarian needs arising from Yemen’s protracted crisis. Mawada therefore has an established operational presence, local networks and experience identifying and assisting vulnerable households in Aden and surrounding areas. Since the escalation, the ongoing activities have continued while Mawada monitors changes in needs and displacement patterns in its areas of operation.
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