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THE DANISH EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
ALERT NOTE

Guide to submission of alerts

NB: Only Danish organisations with local presence either through partner organisations or own organisation in the affected areas can raise an alert.

Please read the Danish Emergency Relief Fund’s Funding Guidelines before submitting an alert (the Funding Guidelines are available here: www.cisu.dk/derf)

Instructions: 
An alert is raised and submitted through the online platform Vores CISU.  When submitting an alert 
a) basic information must be submitted online.
b) an Alert Note (this document) must be attached. 

In the Alert Note, you must fill either of the three sections:

· section B for rapid onset humanitarian crisis, or
· section C for slow onset humanitarian crisis, or
· section D for spike in a protracted humanitarian crisis.

Please note that the alert note must be completed with as much information as possible. CISU will need comprehensive information in order to assess the alert. The information provided has to be verifiable. 


	Formalities regarding the alert text (section b, c or d):
· NUMBER OF PAGES: The text must not take up more than 1,5 pages (Arial, font size 11, line spacing 1.0, margins: top 3 cm, bottom 3 cm, right 2 cm and left 2 cm). Alerts exceeding this length will be rejected.
· LANGUAGE: The text can only be submitted to CISU in English.





Section A: Basic information

	Organisation:
	Danish People’s Aid

	Title of alert:
	Flooding crisis in Kenya

	Type of crisis:

	X    rapid onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section B)
· slow onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section C)
· spike in protracted humanitarian crisis (please fill out section D)



Do only fill one of the following three sections, B, C, or D. You may delete the two which do not apply. 






Section B: Rapid onset humanitarian crisis: 
	
b.1 Where is the crisis? Describe the areas affected

The Capital City, Nairobi, has faced the biggest impact of the floods, with 36 fatalities reported, over 5,000 people displaced from their homes, particularly in heavily populated informal settlements and significant property destruction.
In the Eastern region of the Country, there have been a total of 19 deaths, 8 fatalities in the Rift Valley and 4 in Nyanza. Over 5,000 people have been displaced in these areas outside Nairobi.

b.2 What is the nature of the crisis? Please describe the type of crisis (e.g. earth quake, other natural disaster occurring without warning) and describe potential local social and political implications (e.g. for specific target groups).

This is a rapid onset humanitarian crisis caused by flash flooding following heavy rainfall in various places at the onset of the long rain season in Kenya. Several rivers have broken their banks resulting to significant volumes of water flowing in residential and commercial areas.
By 18th March 2026, the floods have resulted in:
· Confirmed 71 deaths nationwide
· Mass displacement of population, reported at 10,000
· Destruction of shelters and household assets
· Major transport corridors, including the Nairobi Expressway, Mombasa Road, Uhuru Highway, and the Thika Superhighway, have experienced severe inundation, rendering them impassable at various points during the flash floods
· Disruption of access to markets, health services, and humanitarian assistance
The crisis is occurring in a context of chronic vulnerability, recurrent climate shocks, and high dependence on subsistence agriculture, significantly increasing risks for women, children, elderly persons, people with disabilities, and female-headed households.

b.3 What information do you have about the situation? What is the source of that information? 
Please provide available information on
· affected populations including specific vulnerable groups and access to these 
· urgent emergency and/or protection needs 
· other actors responding and coordinating (including government, community structures, the UN, INGOs)
Please insert link(s) and/or attach relevant documentation to the alert. Documentation may be found at UN OCHA, ACAPS, or other internationally recognised sources.

According to updates from the Ministry of Interior and the National Police Service, the flooding has turned deadly since it began in early March.
· As of March 18, 2026, officials have confirmed 71 deaths nationwide.
· Nairobi remains the epicenter of the crisis, accounting for over 36 of the fatalities. Other significantly affected regions include the Eastern region (19 deaths), Rift Valley (8), and Nyanza (4).
· Over 10,000 households have been affected, with approximately 5,000 people displaced from their homes, particularly in informal settlements like Mukuru, Kibra, and Mathare.
The Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD) issued a fresh advisory on March 18, 2026, warning that the situation is likely to worsen:
· Rainfall is expected to intensify to over 20mm in 24 hours between March 19 and March 24, with the peak intensity forecast for March 20–23.
· Residents in the Lake Victoria Basin, Rift Valley, Central Highlands (including Nairobi), and parts of the Coast have been told to stay on high alert for flash floods and potential landslides.
Health authorities have issued warnings regarding an increased risk of water-borne diseases like cholera and malaria due to contaminated water sources.
Sources
· Kenya Meteorological Department - https://meteo.go.ke/weather-warnings/heavy-rainfall-advisory-18_3_2026/ 
· Ministry of Interior and National Administration, March 15
· Nairobi City Water & Sewerage Company
· Kenya Red Cross
· European Emergency Response Coordination Centre - https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Products/Echo-Flash#/echo-flash-items/30589 

b.3.1. Describe as specific as possible when the crisis has started. 
Mention specific dates if possible. Provide documentation for this. 

Heavy rainfall begun on 3rd March 2026, intensified from mid-January 2026, with rapid escalation of flooding in the subsequent days of March 2026. The flooding began following intense rainfall on the night of March 6 into the morning of March 7. A formal assessment report was released on March 8, 2026 by the Kenya Red Cross, detailing the displacement of roughly 3,500 households in Nairobi following the first night of rain.
A second, more intense wave of rainfall struck Nairobi on the night of Saturday, March 14, leading to further official communication:
· On March 15, the Ministry of Interior and National Administration released a consolidated update raising the national death toll to 66, with 33 fatalities recorded in Nairobi. This document specifically highlighted the Nairobi and Ngong Rivers bursting their banks on the 14th.
· Following the flooding on March 14, Nairobi City Water & Sewerage Company issued an official public notice regarding the destruction of water transmission pipelines in Eastleigh and Kariobangi, leading to a water supply alert for several city estates.
· The European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) published a "Daily Flash" report on March 18, which serves as an official international record of the fatalities and infrastructure damage occurring between March 6 and March 14.


b.3.2. How could  DERF grants make a difference for the crisis affected population?
Please consider the following points:
· Rapid disbursement
· Short intervention (0-9 month)
· Meeting needs of hard to reach populations not catered for by other donors

DERF funding would enable:
· Rapid disbursement to address immediate life-saving needs during the acute phase of the emergency
· Short-term interventions (0–6 months) focusing on emergency food assistance, WASH, and health management particularly around water borne disease risk management.
· Targeted assistance to hard-to-reach and underserved populations, including overcrowded accommodation centres and flood-affected host communities
The government has committed to cover medical bills for the injured and burial expenses for the deceased. A multi-agency team comprising the Kenya Defence Forces, Kenya Red Cross, and local emergency services is actively conducting search-and-rescue missions and distributing relief supplies.




Section C: Slow onset humanitarian crisis 
	c.1 Where is the crisis? Describe the areas affected

c.2 What is the nature of the crisis? Please describe the type of crisis (e.g. climate change disasters, environmental degradation, desertification or other slow onset crisis) and describe potential local social and political implications (e.g. for specific target groups).

c.3 What information do you have about the situation? What is the source of that information? Please provide available information on
· affected populations including specific vulnerable groups and access to these 
· urgent emergency and/or protection needs 
· other actors responding and coordinating (including government, community structures, the UN, INGOs)

Please insert link(s) and/or attach relevant documentation to the alert. Documentation may be found at UN OCHA, ACAPS, or other internationally recognised sources.

c.3.1 Provide as strong as possible evidence of why there is a change in the current slow onset crisis. Describe also when the change occurred (mention specific dates if possible). 


c.3.2. How could  DERF grants make a difference for the crisis affected population? Please consider the following points:
· Rapid disbursement
· Short intervention (0-9 months)
· Meeting needs of hard-to-reach populations not catered for by other donors
· 
c.4 Are you already responding to this emergency? In which locations/sectors? For which target group? Through which forms of local presence? What is the outcome of your latest assessment and what have you done since then? 





Section D: Spike in a protracted humanitarian crisis
	
d.1 Where is the crisis? Describe the areas affected

d.2 What is the nature of the crisis? Please describe the type of crisis (e.g. armed conflict, famine or other situation where significant portion of the population is acutely vulnerable to death, disease or other disruption) and describe potential local social and political implications (e.g. for specific target groups).

d.3 What information do you have about the situation? What is the source of that information? Please provide available information on
· affected populations including specific vulnerable groups and access to these 
· urgent emergency and/or protection needs 
· other actors responding and coordinating (including government, community structures, the UN, INGOs)

Please insert link(s) and/or attach relevant documentation to the alert. Documentation may be found at UN OCHA, ACAPS, or other internationally recognised sources.

d.3.1 Do you consider there to be a spike/change in a slow onset/chronic crisis or in a protracted humanitarian crisis? If yes, provide as strong as possible evidence for this current spike (how has the situation changed). 

d.3.2. Describe as specific as possible when the spike has started. 
Mention specific dates if possible. Provide documentation for this. 

d.3.3. How could DERF grants make a difference for the crisis affected population? Please consider the following points:
· Rapid disbursement
· Short intervention (0-9 month)
· Meeting needs of hard-to-reach populations not catered for by other donors

d.4 Are you already responding to this emergency? In which locations/sectors? For which target group? Through which forms of local presence? What is the outcome of your latest assessment and what have you done since then? 
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