[image: C:\Users\Rasmus Sonderriis\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCacheContent.Word\CISU-eng-web.png]
THE DANISH EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
ALERT NOTE

Guide to submission of alerts

NB: Only Danish organisations with local presence either through partner organisations or own organisation in the affected areas can raise an alert.

Please read the Danish Emergency Relief Fund’s Funding Guidelines before submitting an alert (the Funding Guidelines are available here: www.cisu.dk/derf)

Instructions: 
An alert is raised and submitted through the online platform Vores CISU.  When submitting an alert 
a) basic information must be submitted online.
b) an Alert Note (this document) must be attached. 

In the Alert Note, you must fill either of the three sections:

· section B for rapid onset humanitarian crisis, or
· section C for slow onset humanitarian crisis, or
· section D for spike in a protracted humanitarian crisis.

Please note that the alert note must be completed with as much information as possible. CISU will need comprehensive information in order to assess the alert. The information provided has to be verifiable. 


	Formalities regarding the alert text (section b, c or d):
· NUMBER OF PAGES: The text must not take up more than 1,5 pages (Arial, font size 11, line spacing 1.0, margins: top 3 cm, bottom 3 cm, right 2 cm and left 2 cm). Alerts exceeding this length will be rejected.
· LANGUAGE: The text can only be submitted to CISU in English.





Section A: Basic information

	Organisation:
	Danish Muslim Aid

	Title of alert:
	Floods affecting displaced communities and camps in Syria

	Type of crisis:

	      X    rapid onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section B)
· slow onset humanitarian crisis (please fill out section C)
· spike in protracted humanitarian crisis (please fill out section D)






Section B: Rapid onset humanitarian crisis: 
	b.1 Where is the crisis? Describe the areas affected
Between 7 and 9 February 2026, heavy rainfall caused severe flooding across displacement sites in Idleb Governorate, particularly in Badama and Darkosh sub-districts in the Idleb countryside, as well as adjacent areas of northern Lattakia countryside. The flooding primarily affected informal internally displaced persons (IDP) camps, including sites in the Kherbet Eljoz community, where floodwaters submerged shelters and damaged critical camp infrastructure. Roads within and around the camps were severely damaged, and landslides and soil erosion have disrupted humanitarian access and mobility. The affected areas are characterized by high concentrations of displaced populations living in informal or overcrowded sites with limited drainage infrastructure and weak shelter structures. Many families had already been displaced multiple times due to conflict and insecurity in north-west Syria. The flooding, therefore, compounds pre-existing vulnerabilities in a region that continues to host large numbers of IDPs and faces ongoing humanitarian access constraints. The crisis is concentrated in displacement settings in north-west Syria (Idleb Governorate), with spillover impact in northern Lattakia, affecting some of the most vulnerable and underserved IDP communities in the country.

b.2 What is the nature of the crisis? Please describe the type of crisis
The crisis is a rapid-onset flood emergency caused by intense rainfall between 7 and 9 February 2026, affecting informal displacement sites in north-west Syria. Unlike seasonal, gradual flooding, the rainfall resulted in sudden inundation of camps, the collapse of tents, road destruction, and the disruption of essential services within hours, overwhelming the already fragile site infrastructure. North-west Syria remains characterized by protracted displacement, overcrowded sites, and overstretched basic services. Many families have experienced repeated displacement and have limited coping capacity. Recent displacement data from northern Syria indicate that women and children constitute the vast majority of displaced populations, heightening protection and health vulnerabilities. Flooding occurred during ongoing winter conditions, increasing risks of cold exposure, respiratory illness, and waterborne disease, particularly among children, older people, and people with chronic illnesses. The event also has broader social and protection implications. Overcrowded collective shelters and informal relocation arrangements heighten protection risks, including a lack of privacy, unsafe heating practices, and exposure of women, girls, and persons with disabilities to increased vulnerabilities. Damage to roads and access routes has constrained humanitarian access, while pre-existing funding gaps, including significant shortfalls in winterization response, limit actors' ability to scale up support.

b.3 What information do you have about the situation? What is the source of that information? 
According to OCHA Flash Update No. 3 (9 February 2026), flooding reached 21 IDP sites, directly affecting approximately 5,300 IDPs (1,263 families). In total, 1,850 tents were partially damaged and 149 destroyed, along with damage to 30 houses and several shops in surrounding communities. Floodwaters submerged shelters, damaged roads, and significantly disrupted movement within and around camps, constraining humanitarian access. The affected population consists primarily of internally displaced families residing in informal camps characterized by weak shelter structures and limited drainage systems. Women and children constitute the majority of the displaced population in affected areas, heightening their protection and health vulnerabilities. Children, older people, persons with disabilities, and individuals with chronic illnesses face increased risks due to exposure to cold temperatures, loss of shelter insulation, and limited access to safe heating and health services. Urgent needs include cash assistance, emergency shelter repair and tent replacement, provision of core non-food items such as blankets, mattresses, plastic sheeting, and winterization support including heating fuel and safe stoves. Health partners report rising cases of respiratory infections and cold-related illnesses, while WASH systems and infrastructure in displacement settings remain under pressure. Protection concerns include overcrowding in collective shelters, limited privacy, psychosocial distress, and increased vulnerability of women, girls, and persons with disabilities. OCHA organized a joint inter-agency assessment mission on 8 February involving CCCM, Health, Nutrition, Food Security, Shelter/NFI, and GBV partners. Shelter/NFI actors have begun relocating severely affected households, repairing and replacing tents, and distributing essential items, while health partners have deployed mobile medical teams and ambulances. However, significant gaps remain. The Shelter/NFI winterization response is severely underfunded, limiting the scale-up of life-saving assistance during ongoing winter conditions. Links:
Syrian Arab Republic: Flash Update No. 3 | Floods Affect Displaced Communities in Syria (As of 9 February 2026) | OCHA
Flash update on northeast Syria
The Humanitarian Response in Aleppo and the Northeast Governorates | Humanitarian Situation Report No. 2 (As of 3 February 2026) | OCHA
Syria - Floods (NOAA-CPC, media, DG ECHO Partners) (ECHO Daily Flash of 10 February 2026) - Syrian Arab Republic | ReliefWeb
North-West Syria – Flooding in Displacement Camps (DG ECHO, DG ECHO Partners, UN OCHA, media) (ECHO Daily Flash of 21 January 2026) - Syrian Arab Republic | ReliefWeb

b.3.1. Describe as specific as possible when the crisis has started. 
The crisis began between 7 and 9 February 2026, when heavy rainfall caused sudden and severe flooding across informal IDP camps in Idleb Governorate and northern Lattakia. According to OCHA Flash Update No. 3 (as of 9 February 2026), flooding resulted from intense rainfall during this period, leading to the inundation of displacement sites, the collapse and damage of tents, road destruction, and disruptions to basic services.

b.3.2. How could DERF grants make a difference for the crisis affected population?
A rapid disbursement would enable immediate scale-up of life-saving shelter and winterization assistance in flooded IDP sites. With the Shelter/NFI winter response significantly underfunded, DERF funding could support cash assistance, rapid tent replacement, emergency shelter repairs, and the distribution of essential winter items. A short-term intervention would focus on restoring minimum living conditions and reducing health and protection risks, particularly for children, older persons, and people with chronic illnesses. DERF support would also help reach informal and hard-to-reach displacement sites affected by access constraints and overstretched services, ensuring timely assistance to vulnerable households not fully covered by existing funding.
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